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The Birth of a New Political Party in the UK:
The Women’s Equality Party

Robert W. Aspinall
For a long time, the UK was considered a two-party
political system. Between the years 1945 and 2010,
the country was always governed by one of the two
major parties — either Conservative or Labour. In
2010, for the first time in the post-war period no
single party got a majority of seats, and a coalition
government was formed with the Liberal
Democratic Party going into coalition with the
Conservative party under Prime Minister, David
Cameron. In the election of May 2015, the
Conservative party was able to form a government
of its own. However it did this with only 36.9% of
the vote.
In spite of the Conservative victory it looks like the
UK is becoming a multi-party system (like other
nations in Europe). Three small parties in particular
did well in 2015: the UK Independence Party
(12.6% of the vote); the Scottish National Party
(4.7%); and the Green Party (3.8%). On the other
hand the older parties, the Labour Party (30.4%) and
the Liberal Democratic Party (7.9%) did much
worse than they had hoped, and lost votes to the new
parties.
In this new multiparty atmosphere a new party was
formed in 2015 (not in time to take part in the
general election) which was called the Women’s
Equality Party. The Party's mission statement
opens with: "Equality for women isn't a women's
issue. When women fulfil their potential, everyone
benefits. Equality means better politics, a more
vibrant economy, a workforce that draws on the
talents of the whole population and a society at ease
with itself" The party has six stated goals, which
are:
1.Equal representation in politics and business
2.Equal representation in education
3.Equal pay
4.Equal treatment of women in the media
5.Equal parenting rights
6.An end to violence against women
The party plans to put forward candidates at the next
general election in 2020. Sophie Walker, the leader
of the party said in an interview in July: “We’re
going to contest elections and stand candidates.
We’re going to bring change about by being an
electoral force; as other breakthrough parties have
shown in recent years, a sure-fire way to take your
agenda mainstream is by looking like a threat to the
established parties.”
More information about the party can be found on
its webpage:
https://womensequality.org.uk/
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