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My time at Shiga University Center for Risk Research
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Robert Aspinall (Shiga University, Associate Professor 2001 - 2003, Professor 2003 —2016)
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I arrived at Shiga University in 2001, at the same time the Center for Risk Research
(CRR) was opened. At that time, I knew very little about the concept of ‘Risk’ in the
social sciences. However, Professor Sumimaru Odano, who was the first director of the
CRR, invited me to join the Center and become involved in a research project about
‘risk and overseas study’. We invited Professor William Bradley from Ryukoku
University to come to the university to give a talk about risk and sociology. He was
able to give me some great advice about the theoretical approaches to risk in the social
sciences. In particular, he introduced me to the concept of ‘Risk Society’ developed by
German sociologist, Ulrich Beck in the 1980s and 1990s. Using the CRR budget I
acquired some books about Beck’s theories and I realised that they could be applied to
the ‘overseas student’ issue. This does not only concern the well-known risks of
studying abroad (for example the risk of crime in a country that has a higher crime
rate than the student’s home country) but also goes much deeper. ‘Risk Society’ theory
helps to connect events and trends at the individual, the national and the global level
in the present stage of global development. The research that I began then eventually
led to the publication in 2013 of my book International Education Policy in Japan in an
Age of Globalisation and Risk which has now been favourably reviewed in academic
journals in Asia, North America and Europe.
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I was also able to use my position in the CRR to invite many eminent scholars to Shiga
to give seminars. The list includes David Leheny (Princeton University, USA), Glenn
Hook (Sheffield University, UK), Reinhart Drifte (Newcastle University, UK), Andrew
De Wit (Rikkyo University, Japan), Peter Matanle (Sheffield University, UK), Takeda
Hiroko (Tokyo University) and Adam Komisarof (Reitaku University) as well as
William Bradley who visited Shiga on several occasions.
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With the generous help of the CRR I was also able to represent Shiga University at
several international conferences. In March 2007 I was organiser, chair and discussant
of a panel entitled “Recalibrating Risk in a Changing Japan” at the Association of
Asian Studies Annual Conference, Boston, USA. Later that same year I gave a paper
on risk society theory at the Japan Politics Colloquium, University of Oxford, UK.
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In 2009 I gave a paper about risk and education in Japan to the Joint East Asian
Studies Conference, Sheffield University, UK. In 2010 I took part in a symposium at
the 14th World Congress on Comparative Education, Istanbul, Turkey. This paper was
eventually published as part of a book that was the result of that symposium:
“Globalization and English Language Education Policy in Japan: external risk and
internal inertia” in Reimagining Japanese Education: borders, transters, circulations,
and the comparative.
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I gave another paper that eventually became a publication later the same year at the
British Association for Japanese Studies Annual Conference held at SOAS, London.
This paper was published this year as “Is ‘Dynamism without Risk’ Possible in the
Japanese University Sector?: A Critique of the 2009 OECD Report on Higher
Education in Japan.” In The Impact of Internationalization on Japanese Higher
FEducation: Is Japanese Education Really Changing? John Mock, Hiroaki Kawamura
and Naeko Naganuma (eds.) Rotterdam: Sense Publishers, 2016 (pp107 — 119).
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I also gave papers on risk at the Asian Studies Conference Japan, Oberlin University,
Tokyo in 2013, and the ISA World Congress of Sociology, Yokohama in 2014. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank all the faculty and staff at the CRR for all the
help and support they have given me during this very fruitful period at the center.

BEEMR T 2013 RIS N T O THFRICET 2 v 7 7 L R & 2014 MK
TSN ZEHESHEICB TS, VAZICET2EBOMmCERELE LT,

WL, B —TCHPBI LIeRFELIEHAZAR— ML TN Z—I2Bb
DETDOHEEEAL v 7IEHROKF L EBImZ LI EBNET,




Risk Flash No.240

[RGB 2—iBiE |
VoA~ 7 Y HEFAE~O ZHEEICES N LET,
£%53H60 (A) IS ELE IFE 1 E®LDMEA~T Y K& I FiRosE -
RSN IS U, HIAE 285 4 D D BIEED 200 44 &0 9 ik LBk o SRS LU Ak
dHIF T NELE,

FEL<IZZH 5 http://www. econ. shiga—u. ac. jp/main. cgi?c=topics:1790&r=0% ZH T &

AN

W22 759y =2 ZFA EORESE)

ABNT, BEEKRERGEAEHIR Y 2 7 0%e e 2 — (IR VA2 2 —) BEET2ETEHRGE [V A2 77 vva) ZigGadshn
2B L OMHRERE T oo HFICE Sh 2 bDE LET,

[ — b 2 Dfift]
1. AV — 20 ZFHIFEE 28, ZTRAICEE L ComERESSII8EED ZAM LY £,
2. Bk, BEEOELE, BEEEILIZIBHE TITo TSN,

[V —eADEE - il - BERHIER]
L R —vE2%, VAT X —OFEIZ L BEHF~OEMR LICNFEOETE - ik, EHOEELHILEITHI ZEBHY £,
2. BAA—NERME LI, A—AT RLRIZEROBH D, A=Ky 7 AOFRB TR > TWD, BT K LUAPRERHETE RWEDREIC
bol-aix, VAR 2 — ORI LY | BEFE OB LISBREREHIRTE LD E LET,

CEPNIER:ED)
L BEERSA TR, MSATEAE NS ORA T DA MO RGBS 215 CERR164E5H 30 HikHHE59%) (CHS &, TEN KB AR F
MERRERAL 280, WERASRA T 5 AN RO ERBAR N EAT D 720 OEZH#H L TVET,
2. AP —CRADT 7 R AERR EEHFHNNIEL TART L2 EDnH Y £,

[fe3tdm]

L BEA—ADEREEORE (A=A OBIE, HK) FICLVBFTICHENRN-TeHmBOFREV I LEEA,

2. BEEPUEOBETHERGE THRIERICESW T S 720 AR 2BEF IOV TR, —YOBEEEZEFEENAI DL LET,

3. VR # ik, BEEPATEFHICGER L72HE. H20E20R/NRH 5 LAl LIo5a, BiFkE ~Fancmd - 922 L7
L EELIZEFEDOAY—EADFM KT SELIENTE DL LET,

[ 1EHE]
L ABTFHEREEO BXZWE SN LH AT, FAIFARETT, —HEZER - BUE. S0OIXMETE - %28 L T blog Ol 2 AR S 5713, 9l
ICFRA~BEWEDEZS W,

T s, BT OARET LY X2 B # — Dk — At DI LET 0T, R SR E T

¥MYR7 7Ty a2k ZHWANT, BLOSLImXEIIVELLL, TRFEBRETA—ATBHWEGLELIEI N,

AT : WEKRFREFEFHMBR ) 27 AR Z—
WEER : o= R« TAE ) —/b, KINEE. SRR,
BRI, ARSI, SEENERR, SR, LR

BEREFEFLRMBIRIVRR L 2—FHR/ (0ffice Hours: —%F 10:00-17:00)
T522-8522 WA EARTIES 1-1-1 TEL:0749-27-1404 FAX:0749-27-1189
e-mail: risk@biwako.shiga-u.ac.jp

Web page : = http://www.econ.shiga-u.ac.jp/main.cgi?c=10/2



http://www.econ.shiga-u.ac.jp/main.cgi?c=topics:1790&r=0
http://www.econ.shiga-u.ac.jp/main.cgi?c=10/2/3:12

