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Innovation in the Sake Manufacturing Industry IV
Historical Analysis of Technological Innovations Related to Sake

Yoshio Ono

A characteristic of innovation in the sake brewing industry during the Showa period was
the promotion of modernization of the industry through the introduction of science and
technology that had been in place since the Meiji period. On the other hand, the purpose of
introducing science and technology into the sake brewing industry has changed to adapt to
economic conditions. What is noteworthy about the establishment of the mass production
system is that alcoholic beverages that had been developed during the war in order to
prioritize economic rationality began to be mass-produced. However, although the production
volume of alcoholic beverages increased during the period of high economic growth,
consumer needs became more diverse and other competing alcoholic beverages such as beer
emerged, causing consumer demand for sake to decline. As a result, production volume
peaked in 1973 and then began to decline. In response to this trend, sake brewers began to
appear who were returning to the origins of sake, pure rice sake, and “jizake” brewed by
local sake brewers who placed a strong emphasis on quality began to attract attention.






