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Innovation in the Sake Manufacturing Industry II
Historical Analysis of Technological Innovations Related to Sake

Yoshio Ono

What are the innovations that have given us today’'s sake? To answer this question, in an
earlier study (Ono 2021) The Author examined the sake industry from its embryonic stage
to the emergence of “Morohaku” established in the Azuchi-Momoyama period. The
examination showed that the sake brewing technique called Morohaku established itself as a
dominant type and was inherited by subsequent sake brewing techniques. In this paper I
have categorized the innovations related to sake in the Edo period.

In the first half of the Edo period, “Nanto Morohaku,” which was established in the Azuchi-
Momoyama period, dominated the sake market, but was soon replaced by “Tanjo” brewed in
the Itami district. However, during the latter half of the Edo period, “Nada Sake” brewed in
the Nada district came to dominate the sake market and continues to boast the top share
even today.

Whether Tanjo or Nada Sake, this was an epoch-making innovation for sake, but with
Morohaku as the base technology, it was an improvement-type innovation. Differences in the
sake brewing industry between the Azuchi-Momoyama period and the Edo period included
not only improvements in quality, but also the establishment of mass production systems. In
terms of the mass production system for Morohaku, Nada Sake was the most developed as it
became possible to intensively brew sake during the winter months when the risk of spoilage
was low, and facilities and organizations were established for its mass production. In addition,
a channel was developed to efficiently distribute sake to the major consumption area of Edo.

The present study concludes that innovations related to the sake brewing industry during
the Edo period were basically improvement-type innovations, but many of the results are
directly linked to Japan’'s modern sake brewing industry.






