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Historicizing the Historical Materials Held by the Faculty

of Economics, Shiga University

Yasunari Abe / Makie Yukawa

This paper seeks to reposition the historical
materials held by Shiga University’s Faculty of
Economics within the broader historical con-
text surrounding these materials. The Faculty
of Economics holds various collections of
books, serial publications, newspapers, reports,
and other documents accumulated since the
days of its predecessor, the prewar government-
established Hikone Higher Commercial
School (Hikone Kosho). These collections are
now managed as historical materials.

One major characteristic of these historical
materials is their focus on East Asia, particular-
ly Manchuria.

The paper traces the institutional history of
the Investigation Department of Hikone Ko-
sho—the office responsible for building these
collections—through to its present-day succes-
sor, the Institute for Economic and Business
Research at Shiga University. It also examines
the careers and distinctive contributions of the
faculty members who served the department at
various stages, namely, TANAKA Shusaku,
ISHIDA Kohei, EGASHIRA Tsuneharu, and
YAMAMOTO Yasujiro.

Historicizing the Historical Materials Held by the Faculty of
Economics, Shiga University

At a certain point, the Institute for Econom-
ic and Business Research ceased collecting
historical materials, which also marked the dis-
appearance of the Manchuria-related thread in
its collections accumulated since the days of
Hikone Kosho.

Subsequently, two collections of materials
that continued this thread were donated to the
Institute: one collection is the Documents on
Japanese Repatriation from Manchuria, and
the other is the Ishida Memorial Collection.
The former consists of bound volumes of docu-
ments once held by the Manchurian
Compatriots Relief Association, which han-
dled repatriation operations from Manchuria
after World War II, and its successor, the Inter-
national Good Neighbor Association. The
latter is a collection of materials centered on
the personal library of ISHIDA Kohei, who
served as a professor at Kenkoku University in
Manchukuo as well as at Hikone Kosho and
the Faculty of Economics at Shiga University.
This paper chronicles the history of the indi-
viduals and institutions connected to this
thread so as to reposition the historical materi-
als held by the Faculty of Economics within
that historical context.
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