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John Dewey and the Outlawry of War

In Contrast with Lippmann’s Criticism

Nakakazu Konishi

Walter Lippmann was one of American emi-
nent journalists. He published a withering
criticism of the outlawry of war. The plan of
the outlawry of war argued for an universal
treaty making war a public crime, a code of in-
ternational law of peace and a judicial
substitute for war.

According him, the judicial substitute will
not cover the most important international
disputes that involve precisely nation’s vital in-
terests about which peoples are most ready to
fight. The plan disembowels the outlawry of
war by legalizing wars in defense of the major
policies which are excluded from the compe-
tence of the court and the code. Moreover, the
plan does not acknowledge that diplomacy is a
necessary method of maintaining peace.

John Dewey replies that the outlawry plan
never refuses diplomacy and political methods.
The genuine alternatives are between political
methods based on a system which legalizes war,
and political methods which hold as their basic
principle that war is a crime. Lippmann takes
the former alternative. The nub of the matter is
that major premise of Lippmann’s argument is
that war will never be abolished.

The plan of outlawry rejects the present sys-
tem of power politics based on war system and
expects the international system that is not
based on war system. It is a right-about face, a
step facing in another direction. Every person
needs to view the alternatives with his best

John Dewey and the Outlawry of War

thought and candor and make up his own
mind upon just where he stands.

The plan refers the most major disputes that
involve vital interests to the proper organs for
dealing with them, namely, the agencies of di-
plomacy. It urges the method of securing that
division of labor between legal and political
agencies that will alone enable both of them
function effectively.

The plan of outlawry urges governments to
make every effort for avoiding war and settling
disputes by peaceful means.
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