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Cue-Incorporated Sentences and
Out-of-the-Body Viewpoint

Ken-ichi Idehara

The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate
that, in a particular genre of the Japanese nov-
els called Raitonoberu (‘light novels, ad
verbum), the sentences containing the Japanese
conjunctive particle “70” (“when”), which I
name cue-incorporated sentences, involve mul-
tiple points of view, much like free indirect
speech in English, and, followed by the internal
speech of a character, they have the function to
draw the readers into the perspective of the
characters. According to Maynard (2012), ‘light
novels’ are intentionally written to bring read-
ers closer to the characters than general novels,
and therefore, there are many devices to try to
make readers empathize with the feelings of
the characters. It might be difficult for the
readers to understand if the inner voice of a
character abruptly appears in the main text,
but, with the intervention of a cue-incorporat-
ed sentence, it is possible to gently shift the
point of view, allowing the readers to naturally
superimpose their own perspective on that of
the character.

This paper also stresses the significance of do-
ing a contrastive study of ‘light novels” and the
comic book versions, since this could provide
new insights into linguistics.
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