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The Story Behind the Railway Track Construction
and Community Development Projects Initiated
by Trading House Suzuki & Co, Ltd.

With a Focus on Praise and Censure of Taisho Era Village Mayors

Toshiro Fujimoto and Hironari Tashiro

Isao Ogawa

This paper describes facts of two communi-
ties: Hidaka Village in northern Hyogo Pref.
and Obonai Village in eastern Akita Pref.,
which enjoyed temporary prosperity with the
arrival of big business, namely the Suzuki &
Co, Ltd., but later faced repercussions and in-
ternal struggles following the company's retreat
as the business projects collapsed during the
Taisho era. To meet the soaring transport de-
mands for their regional commodities,
particularly Hidaka's agalmatolite and Obo-
nai's raw lumber, the two leaders also
simultaneously promoted various political and
economic activities to boost the regional econ-
omies.

The mayor of Hidaka , Toshiro Fujimoto, di-
rected the Tajima Light Railway project, the
outline of which is described in vol. 435 of
Hikone Ronso. The new study of the project has
uncovered two facts: (1) The construction
company to which Tajima Light Railway owed
outstanding debts filed a creditor’s petition and
because Fujimoto failed to appear in court, the
railway company lost the lawsuit; and (2) A
document exists in which Fujimoto's colleagues
and company officers hold him and his cohorts
responsible for not informing the railway com-
pany and its sharcholders of the legal action.
This paper also discovered a letter written by a
former politician who, seeing through Fujimo-
to's conceited nature and brazen appetite for
big titles, ordered him removed from the

founding members of a connecting railway.

018

An overview of the regional development
initiatives envisioned by Hironari Tashiro,
mayor of Obonai, is published in vol. 431. Our
new study has uncovered how the rights and
interests of the Tashiro Family were gradually
dispersed and transferred to the former Sem-
boku Bank and two other creditors as a result
of the decline and collapse of the company that
started business in the area. The new study also
revealed that Tashiro had conceived a plan
which was later realized by a hot springs land
development company financed by Tokyo in-
vestors. These newly discovered facts support
to a certain extent the assumptions presented
in the author's papers published in vol.s 431
and 43s. The history book of Hidaka glorifies
Mayor Fujimoto's efforts to build railway and
praises him as a local hero. In contrast, Obonai's
records fail to mention the contributions of
Tashiro in setting up transport services on the
heels of new businesses operating, or the fact
that, he fostered a vision for tourism develop-
ment, although his plans failed to be
implemented.

Finally, this paper has led to a new theory
that has attracted scant attention locally, that
the national forestry railway built along Send-
atsu River in 1929 by Akita Forestry Office may
have partially used some of the private tracks
laid by a Suzuki affiliate in around 1917. It is
possible that Tashiro had created a cooperative-
like organization to manage the railway's

operation.
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