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Sustainable Community Development and the SDGs
A Case Study of Voluntary Regional Partnerships

Hisao Arai

As a continuation of research under the
theme of “Sustainable Community Develop-
ment and the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs),” this study focuses on Multi-stake-
holder partnerships as a means to achieve all
the SDGs. Its findings reveal the partnerships
to be associated with citizen and government
collaboration at the level of local municipali-
ties and communities. To further examine these
mutual relationships, this current study dis-
cusses the possibility of so-called “voluntary
partnerships” being created when civic groups,
NPOs, individuals, and other parties actively
addressing regional challenges look to govern-
ments for shared goals and equal partnerships.

Such voluntary partnerships are embodied
by local self-governing associations, or what the
Japanese government calls a region manage-
ment organization (RMO). As an example, the
study introduces the Aba Village Management
Council in the Japanese city of Tsuyama,
Okayama Prefecture. This organization manag-
es a range of environmental, economic and
social programs using city government subsi-
dies for residents to establish various businesses
and community groups, in order to address the
declining population and socioeconomic con-
ditions in what used to be Aba Village, which
was incorporated into Tsuyama City amid Ja-
pan’s wave of municipal mergers in the 2000s.
The organization’s efforts have produced many
positive outcomes, including launching a re-

Sustainable Community Development and the SDGs

newable energy project, developing agricultural
processing and tourism businesses, attracting
new residents, and improving welfare services
for the elderly. However, the city government’s
cancellation of the subsidies has forced the or-
ganization to operate independently through
external funding, and the voluntary partner-
ship is now at risk of falling apart. With the
Aba Village Management Council presenting a
successful model, attention is focused on how
this organization will deal with these challeng-

cs.
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