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The Importance of Creating Safe Space:
The Special Issue on Poetry, Gender and Feminism, My/Our Voices (August 2022),
Gendaishi Techo, Contemporary Poetry Journal from Japan

Rina Kikuchi

Why do we still need special issues and spe-
cial journals focused on women and feminist
poetry? Aren’t we living in the liberated 21st
century? This paper discusses the importance
of creating a safe space for women and sexual
minorities to discuss gender related issues, and
how we all (including cis-heterosexual-men)
can be part of this safe space, and part of creat-
ing this safe space. Reflecting the recent
feminism and anti-feminist movements across
the world, such as the overturning of abortion
rights in the US, a misogynist murderer in a
Tokyo train in 2021 and Iran’s female-led revolt
after the death of Mahsa Amini 2022, this essay
explores what ‘our’ voices can do and what role
‘our’ voices can play by examining the articles
and poems published in Gendaishi Techo’s spe-
cial issue on poetry, gender and feminism.
Does poetry really make ‘nothing happen’?
This paper discusses the comments, articles and
poetry of the poets and scholars published in
this August issue and beyond, including Ito
Hiromi, Koike Masayo, Kawaguchi Harumi,
Mizuta Muneko, Enomto Saclaco, Fukazawa
Rena, Hirata Toshiko, Nakamura Kazue, Koiso
Hiromitsu, Kojima Hiyori, Aomoto Yuzuki,
Akashi Kotori, Brendan Kennelly, Sandra Re-
new and others whose names do not appear for
privacy and individual safety reasons.
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