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On the Specific Character of the Capitalistic Market Economy

System

Reconsidering the Potential of the Uno Theory from the Viewpoint of Environmental

Studies

Naoki Umezawa

A comprehensive investigation of environ-
mental issues from a socio-economic
perspective is indispensable to their study, and
Marxian economics presents an advantage
from this viewpoint. Marxian economics can
make a particular contribution to the examina-
tion of environmental issues. In fact, Marxian
economics has produced excellent proponents
in this area in K. Miyamoto and Y. Tamanoi,
despite the fact that they left Marxian econom-
ics behind later on. This suggests that the vision
of the capitalistic market economy system es-
tablished by traditional Marxian economics is
insufficient. This paper takes a closer look into
Marx's insight that value and production price
are based on different dimensions and tries to
reconstruct the concept of “value” connected
with arguments involving the transformation
problem.

The paper proposes that the capitalistic mar-
ket economy system is a metasystem that can
subsume even specific worlds, including pre-
modern characteristics, as subsystems. The
understanding of the capitalistic market econo-
my system as a metasystem means it can
concede and abandon a specific world as a sub-
system if it becomes a burden on the system
itself when faced with strong protest move-
ments. The capitalistic market economy system
is a complicated system that can develop into
several different types. This also means the cap-

italistic market economy system is somehow
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difficult to deal with but flexible too. This un-
derstanding of the capitalistic market economy
system may be helpful in tackling environmen-
tal issues.

The paper also clarifies that the value measure
theory developed by K. Uno should be expand-
ed to sort out the quality of measures brought
into the market by various types of private
commodity owners. The function of money as
a value measure determines the quality or char-
acter of each market and works in the process
of developing the capitalistic market economy
system into different types, as mentioned
above. This reveals one of the influential ways

of dealing with environmental issues.
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