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New Perspectives on the History of the Establish-

ment of the Lake Biwa Canal (Biwako Sosui) (3)
From the Transfer of Jurisdiction to the Home Ministry in January 1884

until the Project’s Completion in April 1890

Masao Tsutsui

This paper, as a continuation of a previous
study, examines the history of the construction
of the Lake Biwa Canal from January 1884,
when the responsibility for the canal project
was transferred to the Home Ministry, until its
completion in April 1890. The waterway con-
struction plan submitted by Kyoto Prefecture
was finally approved under the ministry’s juris-
diction with consideration given to the long-
ignored interests of Shiga and Osaka
prefectures. But the ministry demanded that
Kyoto Prefecture pay twice the initial con-
struction cost so as to build a more solid and

safer waterway.

Against this background, the study analyzes
how officials of the Omi Hemp Spinning &
Weaving Company in Shiga Prefecture worked
to suppress the anti-canal movement within
the prefecture as well as how the issue of com-
pensation to Shiga and Osaka prefectures for
damages arising from the construction process
was resolved. The study also reveals how vari-
ous conflicts of interest over the high
construction cost were eventually settled to
bring the Lake Biwa Canal project to comple-
tion.

New Perspectives on the History of the Establishment of the Masao Tsutsui

) ; ; 051
Lake Biwa Canal (Biwako Sosui) (3)
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