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A Sociological Study of Singapore’s Public Housing Estates
in the Early 1960s

Satoshi Nabekura

The aim of this sociological study is to ana-
lyze the first Five-Year Building Programme of
Singapore’s public housing in the early 1960s,
and to reveal how it was possible to realize an
unprecedented society with more than eighty
percent of the population living in public hous-
ing estates.

A detailed analysis of the housing authorities’
annual reports and newspaper articles reveals
that the completion of more than so,000 flats
in just five years had a significant meaning in
Singapore, and to realize this achievement,
land prepared by the former housing authori-
ties was essential.

The success of building public housing has
always been emphasized, but the story behind
the land has never been told in Singapore,
which has mythologized the construction of so
many public housing estate flats in such a short
period of time. This myth has served to further
public housing programs and helped to realize
Singapore’s remarkable society.
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