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Sustainable Community Development and the SDGs
Case Study of Ecological and Gender-Equal Community Development (Part 2)

Hisao Arai

This paper examines the case of Toyooka
City, Hyogo Prefecture, which is endeavoring
to approach Japan’s efforts in gender-equal
community development by way of eliminating
the gender gap. Why are young women not
coming back to their rural hometown? Taking
this question as the starting point, Toyooka
City has been implementing various initiatives
based on strategies formulated through a col-
laboration between the administration, the
diverse citizens, and specialists in gender theo-
ry:a work innovation strategy, targeting gender
issues in the workplace; a career design action
plan, targeting issues concerning city workers;
an employment agreement for women, aiming
to promote women’s employment; and a gen-
der gap elimination strategy, targeting
problems affecting the city as a whole includ-
ing workplaces, homes, communities, and
schools. I regard this case as a pioneering mod-
el of Japan’s efforts in gender-equal community
development, for it positions gender gap elimi-
nation as a key challenge of community
development and presents in visible form a
clear vision, specific initiatives, and defined
goals. At the same time, I believe that Toyooka
City could learn from a French municipality’s
policy reforms to rectify the gender gap, and
cases in Japan where young women are entering
into and playing active roles in communities
that practice organic farming.
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