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New Perspectives on the History of the Establish-
ment of Lake Biwa Canal (Biwako Sosui) (1)

Masao Tsutsui

The purpose of this paper is to shed new
light on the history behind the establishment
of Lake Biwa Canal, or Biwako Sosui, from
previously neglected perspectives by drawing
on three historical documents largely ignored
in the past.

The first of these three documents is the pro-
vincial inspector’s report drafted by Masanao
Makimura, the predecessor of Kunimichi
Kitagaki, the prefectural governor of Kyoto
who spearheaded the canal construction proj-
ect in cooperation with the Ministry of
Agriculture and Commerce. The report was
critical of Kitagaki’s project plan and reflected
not only the personal opinions of Makimura
but also the negative views towards the project
held by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

The second document is a petition to the
government by Yasusada Koteda, the prefec-
tural governor of Shiga who also denounced
Kitagaki’s plan to construct a canal. A histori-
cal document of enormous significance, the
petition has been entirely overlooked until
now, which is why the views of Shiga Prefec-
ture and Koteda’s political role in the project
have long been ignored.

New Perspectives on the History of the Establishment of Lake
Biwa Canal (Biwako Sosui) (1)

The third historical document relates to Omi
Hemp Spinning & Weaving Company, Japan’s
first company to operate a factory equipped
with hemp production machinery. The compa-
ny was established around the same time as the
Lake Biwa Canal project was being developed,
in the town of Otsu located on the shore of
Lake Biwa from where the canal would draw
its water. The establishment and operation of
the hemp spinning & weaving company were
not unrelated to the canal project; in fact, Kyo-
to and Shiga Prefectures went on to cultivate
close political and economic ties through these

two concurrent undertakings.

In revisiting these three historical docu-
ments, this paper attempts to reconstruct the
history of the development of Lake Biwa Canal
by considering the perspectives of Shiga Pre-
fecture, in addition to the prevailing views of
Kyoto Prefecture and the unfavorable attitude
of the Ministry of Home Affairs, and also by
directing attention to the deepening political
and economic relations between Kyoto and
Shiga Prefectures.

Our analysis covers the period between 1881,
when the Lake Biwa Canal project first began
to take shape, and September 1883, when the
revised canal project plan crafted by Kitagaki
and the Ministry of Agriculture and Com-
merce was completed.

Masao Tsutsui
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