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Sustainable Town Development and SDGs
Case Study of Ecological Town Development (part 2)

Hisao Arai

This study examines the project called “Cre-
ating an Environmentally Friendly Community
Combining Solar Sharing and Organic Farm-
ing,” designed by the Toyowa Village
Development Council in the city of Sosa in
Chiba Prefecture. (The project name is taken
from the title of a brochure published by “Citi-
zen Energy Chiba,” a company belonging to
the council’s main body.) The study is based on
field surveys and focuses on how an eco-friend-
ly community can be created through the
sustainable community development frame-
work offered by the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The
findings reveal that the council positions the
company’s revenue generated from solar power,
with the aim of addressing local environmental
issues, as the foundation of its community de-
velopment project. The council allocates funds
for initiatives to meet various community chal-
lenges, including children’s education,
livelihood support for the elderly, interactions
between urban and rural residents, and assis-
tance for new farmers and migrants. It also
distributes resources to address local economic
challenges by pursuing green growth and a cir-
cular economy within the region, such as
developing organic farming with abandoned
agricultural fields converted into land for solar
power generation and organic vegetables
farmed beneath the solar panels, as well as pro-

moting solar business transactions between

040

local construction and related firms. In other
words, the solar sharing power generation proj-
ect, originally launched by the council and its
various group members to solve local environ-
mental issues, successfully addresses both social
and economic challenges in the region. In this
way, the study highlights the successful case of
Toyowa Village Development Council’s com-
munity development project to demonstrate
the effectiveness of eco-friendly community
development through the SDGs framework.
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