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Sustainable Town Development and SDGs
Case Study of Ecological Town Development (Part 1)

Hisao Arai

This paper aims to explain (1) the framework
that the sustainable development goals
(SDGs), targets that command the world’s at-
tention today, can provide in pursuing
sustainable town development in modern-day
Japan, and (2) municipalism, a movement in
today’s Europe that applies this framework.

As for the former, based on the international
discourse surrounding sustainable development
from the 1970s onwards, the paper demon-
strates that the relationship between the three
components of sustainable development,
namely the environment, society, and economy,
forms a nested structure in which the environ-
ment provides the foundation and
development of society and the economy be-
comes feasible only within the protected areas
of the environment.

The latter was the driving force behind the
success of the French environmentalist party
Europe Ecologie Les Verts (EELV) in this
year’s municipal elections in France. If we ana-
lyze the polity that ran its participatory
election campaign offering concrete local poli-
cies inspired by municipalism, we come to
understand that the movement helped realize
citizens’ participation in and cooperation with
local politics in a direct democratic way. In
terms of local policies, municipalism represents
a unified combination of policies that con-
sciously aims to integrate social and economic
policies with a wide range of foundational en-

Sustainable Town Development and SDGs

vironmental policies, and can be viewed as an
effective, ecological town development ap-

proach.
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