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On the 6th of October...... a new passport had come, which
gave me permission to wander for three months longer
through the provinces near the Tokaido, ..... and Matsuba once
more left his wife and family to follow my fortunes.

Our destination was Maibara, a little town on Lake Biwa, not

many miles from Hikone. As I passed it by rail I had noticed

that the flooded fields on the margin of the lake were covered BLUE WATER-WEED ( S &MKE )

with a blue-flowered water-plant, a good foreground to the Alfred Parsons, Notes in Japan,

blue water and the distant mountains, and I hoped for blue 1896

skies to complete the picture, but they came only at rare

intervals.
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A BAMBOO YARD AT MAIBARA(KRDTTEEH3)  Alfred Parsons, Notes in Japan, New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1896.
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On a piece of waste ground near my tea-house a travelling theatre had been  Shingon sect of Buddbhists...... EHNTWD, T5ICE. BERTRR. &

erected, a structure of bamboo poles with mats hung over them, which was We soon became good friends, the manager and I, and he spent many hours .
FEEDORD. MTHRENMAESL R

company able to give a performance. The manager occupied the room next ~ my rudimentary knowledge of the language permitted, but unfortunately I FyFLTWE (12 BER2R), . 8ED
mine; he was an excellent performer on the samisen, and a pious man withal.  never had an opportunity of seeing him act. When I left he presented me with

not calculated to keep an audience dry, and not once during my stay were the  in my room drinking tea, looking at my sketches, and in such conversation as

Every morning from seven till half-past he said his prayers, repeatingina  a printed cotton towel in an ornamental wrapper, and I gave him a penny ‘RO I—0y/MEicdBELTW D o
monotonous singsong voice a sentence which sounded to me like “Yayayura  black-lead pencil, and we parted with mutual expressions of esteem. ZTEHLS, =Y XIcE>TIERIFYFESD

no,” and tapping two blocks of wood together to keep time. He belonged to the

T, < MEDHZEMEocDTH3 (17
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Near Maibara there were large orchards
of persimmons with brilliant-colored fruit,
which, as Andrew Marvel says of the
oranges, " hang like gold lamps in a green
night." They were particularly beautiful in
the well-designed garden of Seigwanji,
where I made some sketches. It is a fine
example of a temple garden, and some
massive evergreen oaks form an impres-
sive background to the gray stones, the
carefully trained pines, and the trimly
clipped shrubs ; but except for the persim-
mons, a few reddening maple leaves, some
late blooms of platycodon, and the scarlet
berries of a little ardisia, it was all green

and gray.

THE TEMPLE GARDEN, SEIGWANJI( B EFDER )
Alfred Parsons, Notes in Japan,
New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1896.
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MINIATURE PAGODA IN THE TEMPLE GARDEN, SEIGWANJI
(BRF. FROEERNICHZ/)ME)

Alfred Parsons, Notes in Japan,

New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1896.
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This annual festival takes place in the middle of October, ~ amusing, especially when, as in Nagahama, there is not
and seems to be a gathering-ground for all the coun-  much of the modern. The row-boats which came in with
try-side. In many respects it was very like a country fairin  their loads of passengers were of unvarnished wood,
England, but the main event on all the three days is the  decorated with black patterns on the bows, and, except
perambulation of large triumphal cars, called yama, on  the police and the railway officials, I saw very few men in
which companies of children give dramatic performances.  European dress ; there certainly were no women in
I was fortunate in having a brilliantly fine day, andasI  anything but their own becoming costume, ..... During the
bowled along the five miles of level road from Maibarain  afternoon I walked round the town, first to the Buddhist
a kuruma with two good runners, I passed troops of  temple, the great hall of which was crowded with people
people in holiday attire, old peasants, gayly dressed  sleeping, eating, and praying, and then up the long avenue

young girls, and wandering friars with huge bamboo hats  leading to the Shinto temple of Hachiman. It was lined

that looked like bushel baskets. The town was gayly deco-  with stalls and booths for refreshments of all kinds, with
rated with flags and with lanterns bearing the device of  conjurers, purse - trick men, lucky wheels, quack-medi- =Y URH [T w18 [TV BERR LT SOME HATS AT THE NAGAHAMA MATSURI( EEZ TEMF - % DH DISF )
the city, and crowds were pouring into it by road and rail  cine venders, and so on, and near the big granite torii and HESMETBH WD T8 D%, Alfred Parsons, Notes in Japan, New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1896.
and boat ; for Nagahama is a busy port at the northern  lanterns were the market-gardeners with dwarf pines,
end of Lake Biwa, and a regular service of steamers runs  oranges laden with fruit, camellias, and other trees. One
between there and Otsu, at the southern end. This mixture  had nothing but orchid-plants, none of them, unfortunate-

of things ancient and modern in Japan always seems ly, in flower.
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[ was the only foreigner in the town. My
landlord had been thoughtful enough to
engage a place for me in a tea-house oppo-
site which the yama stopped and gave a
performance : all the partitions had been
removed, and the floor, divided into squares
by low movable railings, was covered with
family parties who had brought their own
cushions and provisions. My heart was filled
with covetousness as I saw the fine old
lacquer bento boxes which they produced
after carefully removing many silk wrap-
pings. There are twelve yama in the town,
each owned by a different guild or society,
the members of which teach the children
their parts, provide dresses for their play,
and accompany the yama on the festival
days. The cars are huge things, taller than
most of the Japanese houses, and quite fill
up the narrow streets ; they are built on
solid wooden wheels, and are dragged about
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by strings of coolies, the young men of the
guild dancing and shouting in front of them,
waving fans by day and lanterns after dark
to direct the coolies' movements, while the
older members follow in white-curtained
carts. The wood-work around the stage is
lacquered, gold and black and red, with
elaborate brass ornaments, and the pagoda -
like roof which covers it is of burnished
gold, surmounted with a dragon or phoenix
or other mythical animal. The part behind
the stage is enclosed with hangings, Chinese
embroideries, Persian rugs, or silk brocades,
and two of them had fine pieces of Flemish
tapestry, which must have come over with
the Dutch centuries ago ; the buxom ladies
and knights in armor looked odd, and yet
pleasantly familiar, and my heart went out
to the expatriated strangers, so lonely amid
that Eastern crowd.
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ONE OF THE "YAMA " AT THE NAGAHAMA MATSURI

(RERD "Y' DUED)

From a printed programme sold on the street
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Alfred Parsons, Notes in Japan, New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1896.
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In front of each stage hung a bunch of " gohei," the
twisted strips of white paper which are the universal
emblem of the Shinto religion, the only simple things
among the masses of gorgeous color, and they seemed
to give the key-note to the whole ; for Shinto is, above
everything else, an ancestorworship, a religious respect
for the country and for the men whose heroic deeds still
inspire its people, and the short dramas which the
children acted were all founded on old stories—how
Yoritomo's son sacrificed his life to save the young
Mikado, and other well - known motives from Japanese
history. The boys were admirably trained and beautiful-
ly dressed ; they rolled their eyes and grimaced in exact-
ly the same way as their elders of the profession, and
the crowd vigorously applauded their facial contortions.
In one company there was a little mite of two years old ;
he had not to speak at all, only to cry out once or twice,
but he knew his part as well as the rest, and always
looked up at his boy father at the right moment......

As evening approached, all the yama began to collect
in the square in front of another Shinto temple, where
the great Hachiman car with colossal swords, and the
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Mikoshi, a shrine carried about on men's shoulders,
were already placed. In the river on one side of this
square many boats were moored, spread with rush
mats and with the red blankets which have become so
common in Japan, and in them people were picknicking;
over the bridge which crossed it the unwieldy struc-
tures were dragged from the town by shouting crowds ;
each in turn gave a final performance in front of the
temple, and was then drawn aside to make room for the
next. This began at half-past five, and it was eleven
o'clock before the last of them had been ranged with the
others to the right of the temple steps. As night came on
they were covered with big lanterns, the stages were
lighted by lamps in glass shades, and attendants with
candles on long sticks illuminated the face of each little
actor while he was speaking. When the six gorgeous
yama with their attendants and gayly dressed perform-
ers were all drawn up in line against a background of
solemn cryptomerias, with an excited crowd dancing
and waving lanterns in front of them, the spectacle was
more beautiful than any words of mine can suggest.
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A Garden of Roses, Watercolours by Alfred Parsons, RA, Commentary by Graham Stuart Thomas, OBA, Salem House Publishers,
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Co,1915 (REAF=R MEENAREDREFRMEH) BR) BEBIALFHE. 1998 ). Tales of Old Japan, London, Macmillan, 1871, The Garter Mission
to Japan, London, Macmillan, 1906 (REJ# =R IREEKRORBFABA) FIR) FAMERL. 1986 F) BEALLHOSNTL S,

17

D e e e R S e SEL

-

The Danube, From the Black Forest to the Black Sea, by F. D. Millet, lllustrated by the Author and Alfred Parsons, New York, Harper &
Brothers, 1893. CEEAZHIBRZER)
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