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I reached Hikone by rail the same evening, and took up my
quarters at the Raku-raku-tei tea-house, a great rambling
place, with a large garden and suites of rooms to suit all tastes.
I was shown into a gorgeous apartment with gold screens, its
floor raised above the level of the rest of the house, which no
doubt was intended for great people, who in the old days must
often have come here to see the Daimio, Ii Kamon no Kami;
but I felt I could not live up to this, and after viewing the
rooms overlookig the lake, and those built on piles over the
fish-pond, I selected some that looked out into the garden,
with a trellis of wistaria just in front under which the purple
trails of blossom nearly a yard long were still hanging. There

are no crowds of visitors now, and the fine old garden looks

N—=V A, BRE| kIFIHL.

rather tangled and neglected, with pushes untrimmed and
paths overgrown with weeds.--+--+

The first lotus leaves were just coming up in the ponds and
the irises blossoming round the water’s edge, the azalea
bushes were coverd with flowers, and the tips of the pale
green maple boughs were tinged with rosy pink. When the
pouring rain had begun to drip through my sketching
umbrella, and I was driven in-doors, there was no lack of
society. O Kazu San, a plain little thing with brown velvet eyes,
and the rest of the girls were never tired of looking at my

belongings, thumbing my sketch-books,and asking me endless

it
2
=
R
=
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illustration : Alfred Parsons, Notes in Japan, New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1896.
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THE CASTLE AT HIKONE ( Z4RD, ) "

Alfred Parsons, Notes in Japan, New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1896.
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On a steep rocky hill close by is the castle where the
Daimio formerly lived; the hill is on one side protected by
the lake, and on the others by a wide moat, crossed by
picturesque wooden bridges, and the roads which lead to
the plateau at the top are defended by more bridges over
dry moats, gate-houses, and zigzag walls of large, well-fitted
stones. ......

In the short period after the introduction of Western ideas,
when the craze for things European led to many acts of

vandalism, most of them were pulled down, and this one at

Hikone was only just saved from destruction by the
intervention of the Emperor;......

The moats, overhung with pines and filled with lotus
during the summer months, are always interesting. It was a
blazing hot day when I walked up and examined the castle;
there was not a cloud in the sky, and Lake Biwa and its
mountains lay still and clear and soft in the delicate blue

haze which seems to be their own peculiar property.......
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The fields outside the town were covered with a bright pink flower like a clover, which is not used for fodder, as there are
hardly any animals to feed, but is dug in to improve the land for the rice, and this blaze of color consoled me for not finding as

many azaleas as [ expected. [ set to work at a study of it,......
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illustration : Alfred Parsons, Notes in Japan, New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1896.
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appeared, made a few remarks, and beat a small drum, upon which

-there were

He came back early in the afternoon to tell me that-----

the men in charge of the pulleys dropped the front pole, the

some races going on in the town, so we wandered up, and

grooms slipped their ropes out of the bridle rings and jumped

established ourselves in a room just over the starting-post. The

aside, and the ponies scrambled off as best they could. The jockeys

course was about two hundred and fifty yards along the pebbly

rode without saddles or stirrups, with their great toes hitched into

bed of a dry river, and all the arrangements were very unlike those

a surcingle, and directly they were off they dropped the reins, held

of a European racecourse. Two upright posts of bamboo stood

their left hands in the air, and plied their whips with the right until

about five yards apart, with a stout pole slung between them; the

they had passed the winning-post. It was just a scurry, with no

vicious little ponies were brought along by two grooms, each

time for scientific riding, and, as far as I could see, the pony who

holding a long cord fastened to the bridle, and with a good deal of

got over the pole best always won. O Kazu San, my waitress at the

shoving and hustling were wedged in, shoulder to shoulder,

Raku-raku-tei, was helping at the tea-house, and kept me supplied

between this pole and another behind them at about the height of
their hocks. Their heads were pulled over the front pole, and held

with tea and cakes, and I stayed watching the races and the

spectators, and being watches by them, until the dusk put a stop to

firmly by a groom with a long running cord though the bridle rings,

sport. I left too soon, for my boy told me that there was a fight

while the jockeys were fully occupied in preventing the little

afterwards about a bet; it was the only fight I heard of while [ was

brutes from striking each other with their fore and hind legs.

Japan, and I should have liked to see it. Two days of heavy rain

Meanwhile the spectators, who had kept at a respectful distance

turned the course into a river once more, so that the heats were

until the ponies were safely fixed, crowded up behind them, pulling

never decided.

their tails and whacking them with bamboos. The starter then
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Some few days after, Matsuba told me that there was a

“Japanese man’s circus” in the town. It was not in the least

like a circus; it was a theatrical performance in which all

the members of the company, who in this troupe were

women, were mounted on horseback. There was a small

stage, with a set scene at the back, and in front of it, on the

same level as the spectators, a space of bare earth on

which the action took place. The play consisted mostly of
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combats; the swords and other necessary properties were

brought in by attendants, and placed on a high stand

where they could be easily reached by the actors, and the

horses were then led into position, and held there while

the fighting went on. None of the performers fell off, but

beyond this there was no horsemanship; they could not

even get their steeds on and off the stage without the help

of a groom.
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