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The Study of Hurling in Melbourne

during the 19th Century
from Articles of the Age, the Argus, and the Herald

Masayuki Enomoto

The purpose of this study is to reveal the
game of hurling played by Irish immigrants in
Melbourne during the 19th century. The his-
torical materials used in this present study are
three newspapers, namely the Age, the Argus,
and the Herald.

The present study divides the time frame in
question into three periods based on the num-
ber of articles. The first period is before 1876
when articles about hurling began appearing.
The second period extends from 1877 to 1885
when the number of articles about hurling in-
creased. And the third period is after 1886
when articles on hurling decreased.

In the first period, hurling was one of the
events played at holiday gatherings like St. Pat-
rick’s Day. In the second period, some hurling
clubs were founded with matches played
against each other. These clubs also founded
the Victorian Hurling Association in 1878.
During the third period, the coverage of hurl-
ing clubs and hurling at gatherings was
reduced, but hurling matches continued to
take place.
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