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Problems of the Education Crisis in the Modern

Japanese School System

Focusing on an Overview of Post-World War I

Education Policies and Systems

Maho Tanaka

In this paper, regarding Japanese education
after World War II, we will focus on (1) com-
pulsory education schools (elementary and
junior high schools) and high schools, and (2)
universities, and clarify current issues and per-
spectives based on historical lessons. Japanese
education has been hit by crises many times. In
this paper, we will refer to the “education crisis”
with “education autonomy” in mind.

First, as a way of overcoming the educational
crisis, we focused on the process of building the
“education system” after World War II. And in-
troduced examples of institutional design not
only based on the context of the education
world, but also based on the social situation
surrounding the educational system.

Next, I focused on compulsory education
schools and high schools, and mentioned
changes in the school education system in three
periods: (1) after World War II, (2) High eco-
nomic growth, and (3) Global society.

The third point focused on university educa-
tion, and verified from the viewpoint of
academic freedom and university autonomy.
Regarding university autonomy, the focus was
on the relationship with subsidies and pedago-
gy in teacher training. From the viewpoint of
the installation form, it was shown that there
are different problems from the common prob-
lems depending on the installation form of the
university.

Also, from the viewpoint of the person re-
sponsible for education, the issues of education

were described.
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Finally, we examined the current educational
issues in Japan from the perspective of “crisis”
Among them, it became clear that there were
issues related to crisis management skills and
teacher labor issues.
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