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The Economic Crisis in Kyoto and the Rise
of the Machine Textile Printing Industry in Japan

Taiki Kamei

The purpose of this study is to examine the
rise of the machine textile printing industry in
Japan. Even though Kyoto’s economy declined
from the end of the Edo period to the Meiji
Restoration, its economy did not go to ruin.
Many political and business people in Kyoto
imported and introduced Western technology,
including dyeing and weaving technology, dur-
ing the early Meiji period, and the Kyoto
economy was revived by these sustained efforts.
There are two important aspects to the begin-
ning of machine textile printing in Japan.

First, machine textile printing was intro-
duced by the progressive entrepreneur
Horikawa Shinzaburou, who inspected Euro-
pean dyeing and weaving technology and
bought a textile printing machine.

Second, machine textile printing was intro-
duced by Kyoto Cotton Flannel Co. Ltd.
(Kyomen), and this is the case that we mainly
explore in this study. The machine textile print-
ing industry used cotton-flannel muslin
introduced to Japan. Cotton-flannel was used
to develop new products in the early Meiji pe-
riod, and Kyoto became a typical production
region producing cotton-flannel. Go-Ni-Kai
organized the traditional Industry and played a
leading role in establishing Kyomen. Kyomen
grew into a leading company during the Meiji
period, and its accomplishments included not
only introducing machine textile printing tech-
nology but also adapting to the Japanese
environment. The techniques of machine tex-

The Economic Crisis in Kyoto and the Rise of the Machine Textile
Printing Industry in Japan

tile printing were later transferred from Kyoto
to other areas of Japan.
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