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On the “Commercialization of Autonomous Truck
Platooning”

Kohei Tsutsui

“End the logistic crisis.” We will resolve the
logistic crisis through the commercialization of
automated driving on expressways. To the gen-
eral public, “the last one mile” probably sounds
more familiar, but trunk-route logistic con-
necting production regions and consumption
areas, local regions and cities, and city to city is
facing an even more critical situation. Using
the human body as an analogy, the last one
mile is a vein while the trunk route is an artery;
but the arteries are failing as the aging of driv-
ers exacerbates the manpower shortage. This
problem not only undermines the industrial
foundations of the nation and its consumption
economy, but also worsens the division and
economic disparities between rural and urban
areas. We are determined to fundamentally re-
solve this crisis and create a paradigm shift in
the entire logistics by taking advantage of au-
tonomous driving technology, which
constitutes the core of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution. We will also establish a cyber-
physical system by combining hard and soft
infrastructures through such measures as the
introduction of sG technology, digitalization
of supply chains, and adaptation of the system
to IoI.
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