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The Influence of Censorship and Promotional Work

by Occupation GHQ and Modern Japan

Kenji Hisaoka

This study elucidates the actual situation of
censorship and advertising work conducted in
Japan during the occupation period by GHQ,
and considers the crisis in Japan after the war.
Based on previous research and occupational
GHQ documents, we will follow the GHQ
censorship and promotional work step by step
to clarify its characteristics. The GHQ planted
a sense of war guilt against the Japanese by per-
forming censorship and promotional work
during the occupation period, and disarmed
mentally. In the censorship work, 30 press
codes were formulated, and all critical reports
in the Allies and positive reports in prewar Ja-
pan were deleted. Also, media that do not
comply with the press code were mercilessly
suspended. In the promotional work, the War
Guild Information Program was introduced to
instill Japanese war guilt, and the Japanese peo-
ple were brainwashed through the broadcast of
advertising programs and the use of media. As
a result of the occupation policy, Japanese na-
tional awareness and national defense
awareness have become sparse, and appropriate
discussions have not been made on the security
crisis approaching modern Japan. However, in
recent years, due to the expansion of free
speech space on the Internet, the occupation
policy and the review of the history of Tokyo
trials have come to be carried out. The future
challenge is to discover unoccupied documents
and unpublished documents that have not yet
been discovered and continue to search for
new facts.
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