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Shinto Policy in Occupied Japan
Reexamination of the History of Shinto before
and after the Shinto Directive

Hiroaki Horii

In this article, I dissect the substance of State
Shinto that has been talked about after World
War II. In writing this article, I considered the
following historical background. “The whole of
Japanese society is leaning to the right,” cry the
mass media, scholars, and experts. Their con-
cern is based on the problems of Nippon Kaigi
and politicians’ visits to Yaskuni Jinja Shrine.
The religious scholar Shimazono Susumu says,
“Japanese religion prospers with nationalism.”
According to his analysis, the issues of Yasuku-
ni and Nippon Kaigi are the very things that
strengthen State Shintoism-like ideas. In addi-
tion, he sees the boom in worship at the shrine
as a “power spot” as a sign of revival of State
Shinto and one which supports present-day na-
tionalism. A common-view definition of State
Shinto is “Shinto enforced by the state.” I con-
sider whether these signs were really brought
about amid a flow of State Shinto reinforce-
ment.

As a method of answering this question, I re-
examine criticism of the common view of State
Shinto. Also, judging that criticism of previous
studies alone will not generate a perfect re-
sponse, I analyze the substance of State Shinto
through examples provided by Kougakkan and
an interview with Shiga-ken Gokoku Jinja

Shrine.
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