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Characteristics and Problems of Socialist

and Communist World Views

a Critical Examination of the Surplus Value Theory

and Historical Materialism (3)

Masao Tsutsui

This study adds a critical analysis to the sec-
ond thesis of historical materialism developed
by Karl Marx. The thesis argues that a social
structure evolves driven by the growth of mate-
rial production forces in the substructure. But
when these forces reach a certain stage and
conflict with the existing productive relations,
the resulting class struggle gives rise to a social
revolution that eventually shifts to a new social
structure with the emergence of a superstruc-
ture compatible with the level of productive
forces.

The study first demonstrates that while sub-
structure (economy) development can be
defined quantitatively, it is impossible to iden-
tify the concept of development in terms of
individual production capacities, qualitative as-
pects of labor and products, relationships
between matter and spirit, and conservation of
the natural environment. It also shows that the
superstructure does not apply to the develop-
ment concept in relation to political systems,
culture and arts, and that the entire superstruc-
ture is regarded merely as a product of ruling-
class domination, with traditional and
bourgeois cultures completely destroyed during
the process of socialist revolution.

The study rejects the concept that social
structure shifts are brought about by a contra-
diction between the development of
productive forces and production relations as

018

well as social revolutions driven by class con-
flicts, because the concept is based solely on
class relations that ignore social elements in-
cluding ethnicity, community, tradition,
gender, and religion. This theory of shifting so-
cial structures fails to persuasively explain the
socialist revolutions that erupted in Russia and
China; rather, these revolutions broke out co-
ercively and violently in countries where
modern civil society had not fully developed,
thereby depriving many victims of their free-
dom and human rights.

The Frankfurt School, the Italian Antonio
Gramsci, and other theorists argue that unlike
violent revolutions, such as the Russian Revo-
lution, the shift to socialism in a capitalist state
through a bourgeois revolution requires a long-
term “war of position” penetrating civil society
to achieve consent and hegemony while criti-
cizing civil society’s systems and entire culture.
However, this study dismisses these arguments
that present little else but denials and criticisms
of states and order, while lacking a vision that
respects the virtues of the existing systems and
traditional cultures to build a harmonious soci-
ety in cooperation with different classes.

THE HIKONE RONSO

Summer / Jun. 2019 / No.420



Characteristics and Problems of Socialist and Communist World Masao Tsutsui 019
Views



