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Autonomous Regional Organizations and

Community Development (2)

Hisao Arai

One of the leading examples of a municipali-
ty that has established the new “limited-area
self-governing community organizations” dis-
cussed in this paper is the city of Nabari in Mie
Prefecture. The city’s self-governing communi-
ty organizations and their community building
projects have developed in three stages. In the
first stage, a local budget ordinance was created
and self-governing community organizations
were formed in all districts of the city. The sec-
ond stage established a more detailed
ordinance on the self-governing organizations
and, based on this ordinance, implemented
tangible community building projects. In the
third stage, where Nabari City is at today, the
government and the self-governing organiza-
tions set up a community building project
proposal scheme and began implementing gov-
ernment-community collaborative projects.

It is fair to assume that Nabari City’s com-
munity building projects are aimed at
sustainable community development. If we ap-
ply the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in the context of
a Japanese municipality, sustainable communi-
ty development would likely mean the
integrated implementation of multiple, mutu-
ally-related community development
approaches: specifically, community develop-
ment with a focus on civic participation,
promotion of local economic circulation, sup-

050

port for pregnancy, childbirth, and child
rearing, welfare, international exchange and
cultural diversity, and renewable energy use.
The community development efforts by self-
governing community organizations in Nabari
have successfully put into practice the first four
approaches but failed to address the last two.
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