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Characteristics and Problems of Socialist

and Communist World Views

a Critical Examination of the Surplus Value Theory

and Historical Materialism (2)

Masao Tsutsui

This paper will explain the concept of histor-
ical materialism proposed by Karl Marx and
critically review its primary theme. According
to this theory, society is built on an economic
base that consists of production relations be-
tween productive forces and each stage in the
development of the forces. Social, political and
intellectual forms stand on it as a superstruc-
ture, and the economic base determines those
forms, not the other way around.

There is a major problem in this view. Pur-
chasing a product, for example, is the most
basic economic activity. Nevertheless, we con-
sider not only the price or value of a given
product but also value in use in a broad sense,
such as its use, ease of use, design and brand
name when deciding whether to buy it. More-
over, productive activities involve
understanding psychological factors such as
consumer needs and the latest trends. Regula-
tions and economic policies that a national
government formulates exert considerable in-
fluence on real economy. This indicates that
the superstructure conditions the economy in
the substructure.

Furthermore, given that the structure of soci-
ety in the substructure is regarded as class
society that exploits surplus value, it is not fair
to view the nature of a state or the superstruc-
ture as a violent institution in which the ruling
class always suppresses the subordinate class.

Society does not have a class system that ex-

Characteristics and Problems of Socialist and Communist World
Views

ploits surplus value. A state should be
considered a governing body that engages in
public works for each stratum in society and
tulfills pubic functions by coordinating inter-
ests of all strata and maintaining society.

In socialist states, the enormous influence of
the superstructure on the substructure is not
widely recognized, and little attention is paid
to society’s diverse psychological and cultural
features. Thus, such governments have blindly
enforced authoritarian policy and planned
economy, causing tremendous suffering to their

people.
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