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Destinations and Purposes of Emigrants from Shiga
Prefecture during the Meiji and Taisho Periods

Tetsuya Banno

The aim of this paper is to examine the desti-
nations and purposes of emigrants from Shiga
Prefecture during the Meiji and Taisho periods
based on data of the prefecture’s Annual Statis-
tical Reports. Previous studies on this topic
show that emigrants from Shiga traveled most-
ly to Canada in search of work, but this
conclusion may not be accurate since these
studies did not utilize the Annual Statistical
Reports efficiently or effectively. Although
their attention was focused on the number of
passports issued in Shiga with destination and
purpose, they failed to investigate the Japanese
passport system of those periods or pay atten-
tion to the options of emigration. They also did
not understand how to use data on the mobili-
ty of people.

By exploiting the data of the Annual Statisti-
cal Reports, this work makes clear that more
emigrants went to Hokkaido and Imperial Ja-
pan’s overseas colonies without a passport than
to Canada with a passport and permission to
migrate, and that the emigrants were not only
farmers in search of land to cultivate and settle
or workers for employment, but also small
business people or entrepreneurs secking busi-
ness opportunities, which was seen more in
Japan’s Asian colonies.
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