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Totalitarianism and Democracy
John Dewey and the Soviet Union (3)

Nakakazu Konishi

Dewey recognized the similarity of dictator-
ships of Stalin and Hitler. They resort to
unmitigated coercion, intimidation and sheer
force. Dewey opposed the totalitarianism of
Soviet Russia and Nazi Germany.

Totalitarianism combined abstract absolute
“ideals” with cruel force. Idealism was separat-
ed from analysis and experimental utilization
of concrete social situation. It justifies the
method of violence.

Stalin has the theory of class war derived
from Marxism as ideology. It was intolerant of
dissidents because of its monolithic and abso-
lutistic character. Every dissident was
liquidated for crimes against Soviet State. The
dogmatic logic of ideology justified Stalin’s ter-
ror.

Hitler appealed the idealism to German peo-
ple. It was composed of the racial theory and
Social Darwinism. He emphasized the intrinsic
superiority of German people and its predes-
tined right to determine the destiny of other
nations. If there are those who are unwilling to
cooperate, he liquidated them by ruthless force.

War with totalitarianism is war against a to-
talitarian way of life. We should create a
democratic way of life. It commits us to unceas-
ing effort to break down the walls of class, of
unequal opportunity, of color, race, sect, na-
tionality, which estranges human beings from
one another.
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