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Watermelon?

Cassandra Atherton
After 85 days, I gave birth to a watermelon. It
wasn’t easy, a full-term jubilee watermelon is
forty pounds and this one was delivered
breech. When my water broke, it pooled on
the floorboards beneath my bare feet. You
didn’t realise it would travel under the wood
and warp the grain. You'd only find that out
the following day when you brought the wa-

tcrmclon home; you could fCCl thC CdgCS Of

3) O BARETTORMR T e 2 Do itErh
KEETHY, RIEEFTHS QOISETHTIT T D HIE X
AGFRCIER T E) o

WAFMRICBFZF 3T UTAEVSRNICDOVTDOER

the board curving under your toes. By the
time you got me to the hospital, I was dilated
ten centimetres and the nurse said it was too
late for an epidural. But the melon’s rind was
slick and helped me squeeze it down the birth
canal. When I finally pushed it out, I held it
in my arms, stroking the skin. ‘It’s perfect,’
you said sniffing its head, ‘smells so sweet’. It
takes a while to stitch me up, so I'stay in the
hospital while you take the watermelon home.
You ring me from the kitchen, swollen boards
under your feet, the long-bladed knife in your
hand. ‘Next time, let’s try for a cantaloupe’,

you say.
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SHEKREH, bRIcD~y 27 T 7D IFD
MTHLTERATV 2, HRIOMHDA FT,
FEALLZUOHCT V2, LEEELLHLFIR
HLTAZDE. 7 FASLABICRI LRSI
DAL SR, EILTORLEIETID-T
PR 2700, 35525 Th LIRSS
URE IIFOT Db LITEEC 250, 3
HORERELTFaRaltwanrs, EFAR
BELBEABRLL I M P, H L H
S ED ST STEST RS ZNEH 44T
LT, DRLDED S EICTIFIIN T v 7 LT,
DL, ToLTIFOP TR-TV 2D, D
KBHRID=IATHILEHbH I THEAT,
A=W ZRELTINZ2DZESTV 20, b
rLO7AaryENfferr s biiiicry)y s
ENBIUVN—TDEERTHAKSIL V0,
SBEPONTIRIDT A2 25016, 22
EDILACE5TRITETLL Tobdil
g hcuvicvnd, F7vry vz ahize (b

444

AR o1



VI Yz, 27 Rz Yy 2 s ThiLide
W) HRIZDZTAMNLNS I LRFICE A
HbhIl, TS TV 2, A>TV 2,
TARND I 3 X B ST, CrrDRa~
o —AMNLT. HDRICOEPFIZTLSA
C B0 oTeobHEEIELRNV6, DI
WHA D=y 2 2B NZZ DL, b
BIUMNOREL DR IcDF —HR—NITid o %
Vo KD LR, DIRLEDBIIEIDED, H
RIS COT I DIcLIEv5, 3L
LT, dre. breLe B0, 22, Hs,
PLG, BILPIR >TSSy ar %
sl NHEDH LG, bILH LD
FLe TGO TIFDIEZI PO LRAT,
BolchLIcHESLE I DRI O[T
HPBIT2]22) 02 LT DL HAb -
RHEILE I MHZNE L DDEILT S,

Rubbish®

Cassandra Atherton
It is Tuesday and I am dreaming that I live in-
side the trashcan on your Apple MacBook
screen. Bottom right. Lid slightly ajar. My
head popping up at intervals, not to offer you
advice, but to ask you why you left me. You
have three reasons but I can’t hear what they
are. The trashcan graphic is too solid and the
sound waves ricochet off the crenellations.
Facets. Indentations. You have to type your
responses and drag them to me so I can read
them. I wait for you in the trashcan. I wait
for your mouse to lift me up and make me an
icon. I want to be a square pink button with a
harp sound when you click on me. I want to

shimmer and pulse so you recognise me. I

4) TOFE T OFETHEM] 2 6 (Cassandra
Atherton, Exhumed, Grand Parade Poets, 2015) o

042

want you to constantly press on me. Double
click. (Is there are triple or quadruple click?)
I want your mouse to slide over me as I sit.
Patiently. Singing Kumbayah and toasting
pink marshmallows. Listening for you. You
never let anyone else use your computer. No
foreign fingers have ever touched the keys so I
feel safe. I am only yours. I am the only
trashcan you have ever used. I wonder if you
have ever been unfaithful. If you have used
other computers when I am sleeping. If you
prefer other trashcans to mine. I worry every
day that you will go to ‘Empty Trash’ and I
will disappear.
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Join Roger on his journey and be lulled to
sleep®

Jen Crawford
My mum gave us this picture book by a Swed-
ish behavioural scientist which is supposed to
put the baby to sleep, and I gave it back. The
rabbit is drawn in coloured pencil and he
looks unwell, like someone who’s been smok-
ing a dozen cones a day since 2004 but hasn’t
slept since deciding to quit after breaking a
rib coughing. The book warns you off reading
the book to someone who’s driving. Then the
rabbit’s mum takes him on a long journey to
see Uncle Yawn. I do feel a bit sorry about un-
cles, but in the sense of general regret, not in
the sense of personal responsibility. My mem-
ory of being hypnotised in 1988 by Bert Potter
the communist free-love therapist who
turned out to be a paedophile is surprisingly
clear. There were a hundred people in the
room, and nothing happened, except sun
came in through the trees and the big bay
windows onto the cushions and the groups of
quicet, cuddled up people. My parents were
taking the risk of love. Bert talked slowly
about a beach, and the water line, and a stone,
and a box. I breastfeed my son to sleep, which
not everyone recommends. And sometimes
we go out into the backyard and talk to cock-
atoos or look for the moon instead, and every-

one in the world is awake.
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Three Kings to the City®

Jen Crawford
Why, when I catch the bus, do I share it with
old women and not with old men? Are the old
men still asleep or are they already at the
shops? Did they walk? Did they drive? One of

my grandfathcrs WOllld only walk into town,
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walk from Balmoral to the city and back
again in three hours. When he died of a heart
attack fishing on the rocks, the doctor
refused to go down to the beach, and the men
who found him had to carry him up to the
road. Once I dreamed I carried him on my
back through a desert. Because he was dead
he could no longer walk. I am not sure, in a
heart attack, if the heart attacks or is
attacked, is attack fishing now quietly with
the tide, or perhaps the bus’s old men are
already dead. Perhaps they are driving
regardless, like my other grandfather, who
nearly died when, functionally blind with
glaucoma, he drove into a sheep, and who
nearly died when his ride-on mower rolled
over on top of him at the bottom of a slope

where the very long grass kept on growing.
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