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A Scenario for Turning Japan’s Agriculture

into a Growing Industry
A Case Study of Shiga Prefecture

Ryoichi Ishii

This paper will review changes in Japan’s ag-
riculture over the past two decades based on
statistical data called agricultural census, there-
by revealing the decline of the industry. The
key to the industry’s revitalization is fostering
the growth of large-scale corporate agricultural
management bodies, and a possible scenario for
achieving the goal will be presented. This case
study of Shiga Prefecture suggests that the sce-
nario can be effective enough to generate more
agricultural income and gross income than the
current figures over the next five years when
family businesses are expected to be no longer
operating on a large scale.
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