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A Sociological Study of the Interactions and

Conflicts over Housing in Singapore until 1958

Satoshi Nabekura

The aim of this sociological study is to reveal
the interactions and conflicts over housing in
Singapore until 1958 and to conduct research
on the social process to realize an unprecedent-
ed society where more than eighty percent of
the population must live in public housing es-
tates.

A detailed analysis of newspaper articles and
the annual reports of the housing authority re-
veals interesting and important interactions
and conflicts over housing in Singapore during
the 1950s involving the following aspects: the
lower quality and costs of public housing estate
flats; the development of the first satellite new
town, Queenstown; the problems with squat-
ters; and the interactions between the residents
of the public housing estates and the housing
authority.

It also shows that a detailed analysis and
study of events and circumstances that seem to
have little importance on the surface can be

valid for sociological study.
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