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The Defense and Criticism of Leon Trotsky

John Dewey and the Soviet Union (2)

Nakakazu Konishi

Trotsky was accused of organizing a terrorist
apparatus to assassinate Stalin and other Soviet
leaders, conspiring with German Fascism
against Soviet Union and restoring capitalism
in “Moscow Trials” .

Dewey joined the American Committee for
the Defense of Leon Trotsky. He went to Mex-
ico as a chairman of the Commission of
Inquiry and held hearings to Trotsky. The
Commission published its findings, declaring
that Trotsky was not guilty and that the Mos-
cow Trials was a frame-up by Stalin and a
farcical travesty of justice.

Dewey wrote “Means and Ends” to criticize
Trotsky’s “Their Morals and Ours” Dewey in-
sisted that class struggle had to be judged on
the ground of the independence of means and
ends. But, Trotsky justified class struggle be-
cause it was the law of laws of history. He
established his means deductively from the sci-
entific historical law of class struggle, instead of
experimentally in terms of consequences and
the independence of means and ends.

Dewey said critically, however, that the de-
duction of ends and means from the law of
historical change makes all moral questions
meaningless. Trotsky’s position was derived
from the belief that human ends are interwo-
ven the very texture and structure of
existence—the conception inherited presum-
ably from its Hegelian origin.
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