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John Dewey and the Soviet Union (1)

The Impressions of Soviet Russia(1928)

Nakakazu Konishi

John Dewey traveled to the Soviet Union
Russia, Leningrad and Moscow areas in 1928,
with twenty-five other educators, for the pur-
pose of examining the Soviet educational
system. Upon his return to the U.S. Dewey
wrote a series of articles for summarizing his
impression of what he had found in Soviet
schools and Russian life.

Dewey had the impression of movement, vi-
tality, energy in Russian life. The people went
about as if they were newly awakened to the
consciousness of released energies. He believed
that the final significance of change in Russia is
not to be grasped in political and economic
terms, but found in change in the mental and
moral disposition of a people. Because the
problem was not only that of replacing capital-
istic by collectivistic economic institutions but
also substituting a collective mentality for the
individualistic psychology inherited from the
“bourjui” epoch.

Any predictions about Russian future had to
take into account the contradiction and con-
flict between rigid dogma on one side and an
experimental spirit on the other. Dewey
anticipated the probability that the form of so-
cialism on the basis of experimental spirit will
be marked by a high degree of voluntary coop-
eration and a high degree of social control of
the accumulation and use of capital.

John Dewey and the Soviet Union (1)

Dewey thought that Lenin gave authority to
his prediction. According to Dewey, Lenin said
that the cause of socialism is, economically
speaking, identical with that of the promotion
of the Cooperation. The idea of Lenin seemed
to be the product of experimental spirit. But
Lenin’s program was not realized in the actual
process of Russian socialism. Soviet Russia
substituted the Program for the Five Years for
the NEP. The rigid dogma defeated the experi-

mental spirit. Dewey’s anticipations failed.

Nakakazu Konishi 061



