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What is Civic Engagement ?

Takatoshi Muneno

How could we bring ourselves beyond pri-
vate matters to get involved in public sphere ?
What does it mean to get involved in public af-
fairs 2 What are public affairs ?

In this article, I research these questions re-
ferring to the word civic engagement. Civic
engagement is a key concept to show the path
through which we participate in public affairs.
It indicates that there might be other ways to
get involved in public affairs than through vot-
ing, becoming a member of a political party,
running for public office, etc.

In the United States of America, people have
traditionally engaged themselves in public
sphere through self-government in township
and locally-founded associations. However,
township in small municipalities has almost
gone. Associations with membership have
transformed into professionally-managed orga-
nizations.

Now, channels are sincerely desired through
which we could get involved in public sphere
making our private lives satisfied too. Although
these channels might hardly acquired within a
short time, we could find some clues by investi-

gating how civic engagement is achieved well.
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