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27 fév[rier] [18]83
21 Rue Fresnel

Quai de Billy, Trocadéro

Mon cher M. de Foville
Ce n'est pas que je vous avais oubli¢ ; mais mon
volume a été prét le jour de la bombe du prince
Napoléon, et Melle Guillaumin m’avait dit
qu'elle attendrait que la fumée en fae dissipée.
Jen ai fait porter des exemplaires chez Fayot
pour aller y mettre mes envois d’auteur et en

\ bl \
envoyer a quelques personnes et d’abord 4 vous.

Votre bien dévoué

Léon Say
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Letter from Léon Say to Alfred de Foville in 1883,
preserved at Shiga University

Kayoko Misaki

Léon Say (1826-1896) was a French liberal
economist and statesman. He is also known as
a grandchild of the famous economist Jean
Baptiste Say (1767-1832). Léon Say served as
minister of finance in the French government
from 1872 to 1873, from 1875 to 1879, and in
1889. It is well known that he exercised great
influence on Masayoshi Matsukata, the found-
er of the Bank of Japan.

Shiga University Library owns a copy of
Léon Say’s work, Les finances de la France : une
année de discussion du 15 décembre 1881 au 20
décembre 1882, Paris : Guillaumin, 1883.

With assistance from Professor Jean-Pierre
Potier (professor emeritus at the University of
Lyon 2), I discovered that a letter attached to
this work was written by Léon Say himself to a
famous French statistician, Alfred de Foville
(1842-1913). The letter was written on 27 Feb-
ruary 1883, when Léon Say dedicated this book
to de Foville, and it shows Léon Say’s respectful
and friendly attitude towards de Foville.

This article contains the text of the letter and

its Japanese translation.
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