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The Cognitive Processes Involved

in Free Indirect Speech
Based on Manga Studies (2)

Ken-ichi Idehara

This paper aims to unravel the mystery of the
“dual perspective” involved in free indirect
speech. The first part of this paper, which was
published in The Annals of Human and Social
Sciences, Vol.23, clarifies the cognitive processes
ignited in the discourse around free indirect
speech in English (i.e. joint attention). The
narrator turns the readers’ attention to a partic-
ular character at first and then shows the
character’s thoughts by free indirect speech.
This second part of the paper first indicates
that this is also the case of free indirect speech
in Japanese, though Japanese has less tendency
of showing explicit cues or indicators because
of their propensity of subjective construal. The
paper then connects this to the concept of “du-
al perspective,” where Shintai-ridatsu shot (out-
of-body shot) is found to be an effective
resolution to the problem. The shot, proposed
by Izumi(2008a) in the realm of Manga stud-
ies, is formed by the fusion of subjective
construal and objective construal. This shot
can solve the mystery of “dual perspective” by
regarding free indirect speech as the fusion of
narrator’s (and readers’) perspective and the
character’s perspective. English tends to fore-
ground the narrator’s perspective, and third
person pronouns are used to refer to the char-
acter presented within his or her own thoughts.
On the other hand, Japanese tends to back-
ground the narrator’s perspective, which, on its
own, makes it difficult to discern free indirect
speech from the character’s thoughts.

The Cognitive Processes Involved in Free Indirect Speech: Based
on Manga Studies (2)
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