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Character Education in the Former National Higher

Commercial Schools

Philosophy and Cultural History in the Standard Curriculum of Hikone

Higher Commercial School

Ayano Imai

This study probes two themes to examine the
former national higher commercial schools in
Japan: first, the academic courses offered in the
standard curriculum of Hikone Higher Com-
mercial School, the predecessor of the Faculty
of Economics, Shiga University, and second,
the school’s educational philosophy.

Studies on national higher commercial
schools under the old education system were
conducted by Tkuo Amano from the 1970s to
1980s. However, his studies lacked several es-
sential elements, one of which was an
individual approach to higher commercial
schools’ educational systems. In the 2000s, ad-
ditional research on each school was carried
out, apparently aiming to fill this gap. For ex-
ample, documents on Hikone Higher
Commercial School stored at Shiga Universi-
ty’s Faculty of Economics were sorted out by
Yasunari Abe and Shuichi Aoyagi to report
findings on the school. Even so, little research
has been conducted to provide details concern-
ing the school’s academic courses and
educational philosophy. Meanwhile, Mitsuhiro
Matsushige analyzed research studies under-
taken by various national higher commercial
schools, including Yamaguchi Higher School
of Commerce, revealing that higher commer-
cial schools developed identities different from
the former imperial universities. His studies
presented two key perspectives for pursuing re-
search on higher commercial schools, the first

032

looking at various educational institutions and
the second examining the activities of teachers
and students and documents pertaining to
their activities.

Thus, this study focuses on the academic
courses offered by Hikone Higher Commercial
School during the entire period, while compar-
ing them with the academic courses of all
higher commercial schools in the mainland to
identify their characteristics. The study also in-
vestigates all publications written by students
and teachers to explore the school’s educational
philosophy.

The results show that Hikone Higher Com-
mercial School was the only institution among
all national higher commercial schools to pro-
vide philosophy and cultural history as
required courses and offer more elective cours-
es than other schools. These policies are
believed to have been part of Hikone Higher
Commercial School’s principles for character
education.
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