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Introduction

This is one of the outcomes of my translation project with the poets based in Australia. This project
is a co-translation book project, which involves seven Australia-based poets, translating
contemporary women’s poetry written in Japanese, for a bilingual anthology. The aim of this project
has been to translate or transform poems originally written in Japanese into poems that live and
breathe as poems in English. As the only native Japanese speaker on the translating side of this project,
| tried to bridge poets who write in Japanese and poets who write in English, often becoming a

messenger between the poets in order to transform the poem from Japanese to English.

Shane Strange is a poet, publisher and editor at Recent Work Press, a micro poetry press based in
Canberra. Kono Satoko in a Fukuoka-born poet, based in Tokyo. | have chosen three poems from
Kono’s latest collection, Chijo de okita dekigoto wa zenbu kokokara miteiru (Everything happening

on earth has been watched from here, 2017), for Shane and myself to translate together.

Because the selection was made for the anthology, Kono’s longer prose poems could not have chosen
unless presented as an excerpt, which | decided not to. | have chosen the satirical, black humored

poems, which can represent one of the most important characteristics of Kono’s poetry.

Kono’s Everything happening on earth has been watched from here is her fifth poetry collection. It
is visually innovative, and some poems are published on black paper with white letterings. She leads
a group of young artists, TOLTA, which she describes as a ‘verbal art unit’, which challenges the
boundaries of poetry through performance, installation and graphic text work. She edited the
anthology Centenary of Japanese Contemporary Poetry (2015) and writes monthly book reviews for

Western Japan Newspaper.
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Head Ache

“My skull’s being squeezed,
cut the bone, take me out!”
This was Monday head.
“I knew this was coming,”
mumbled Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday heads.

Saturday and Sunday heads were asleep.

Managing heads is becoming a problem,
with only seven

to last the week.

They have lived in the closet since the day | was born.
A closet with six doors. Behind each door, a different head.
At school, teachers said:
“Come to school each day with a different head.”
“Choose the right head, or else...”
Creative head was for the day of art class;
Physical head for playing dodge ball;
Maths head excelled at calculation.
Chatty head, stubborn head, pushy head, sooky head, stuck-up head —
How can I get my heads together?
A care-free colleague said use the days of the week.
Bad bosses choose their heads by their mood.
My boss used to be care-free, until he read an article:
“Impressive People Choose Their Heads by Mood”.
He changed his head accordingly. It did no good.
Monday head — the cleverest head —
can no longer cope with the world as it is
and so has abandoned all hope.

| can understand this, | guess.
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“We, the rest of the heads, who are not as clever as Monday head, are bewildered.”
They argue through the closet doors.
“Are we meant to decide who will take Monday’s place by playing ‘scissors, paper, rock’?
Heads don’t have fingers or hands!”
They try a talking version:
“Sci-ssors, pa-per, rock!”

Saturday head cheats every time.

Tomorrow will be Monday, and the head problem remains unsolved.
Once upon a time, it was important to present a beautiful face to the world.
But now, with each head having one face,
it is more important to choose the right head.
I will just have to choose my head

like a boss.

(Poet to Poet: Contemporary Women Poets from Japan, 2017, pp.167, 169, 171)



xryaNxf IEE~—
( TRz LX—HETE] L)

PHRDOBLNER LA Ty MINTDER, BEOT L EFHTY LG RO L
NIENWT T AF o JRDOEMEE NI AL DI EE2EZTHTLEIN, Bz
— L LTROLNDDIE, ZOFREZFNF—~LEH L, XA Ty hEERSE AR
% Bl LIEEN AR SRR LIFR OB NIR I 272036 H 24 DAETRICKERFHES 21T &
WO —AHBE BN LA TT, ZEFEBRIEL0R=T o JEE~>—2 T
T, M7 TNEFTRDLUEEEZTL2Z2LTHY, HH#z 752 L THY,
EFICEET 52T, AR=YTAIHZT AL I RTHD &R LT, A& TR
RICLe o TN B T ERT D EFFIC, AT FU—OMES FIZANET,

(TH FCREX7-HEFIZIEASZ ZNLHRTWS] 2017 4., p.36)



Proposals for new forms of alternative energy:
Spin Cycle

Think about men and women the world over who are obsessed by beauty and diet—people who buy
weights and useless plastic machines on TV shopping channels in the middle of the night. Have you
ever wondered how we could harness this obsession? What if we could stop the useless diets, look
good, get healthier and reduce the risk of preventable disease, all while doing the daily chores?
Introducing ‘Spin Cycle’: a combination exercise bike and washing machine. Cycle through your
washing while getting healthy and saving the planet. Have you seen the stationery cycles lined up in
a row at the gym, with people pedalling forever staring at the wall or out the window? They’re

getting nowhere! ‘Spin Cycle’— pedal your way to good health and do the laundry.

(Poet to Poet: Contemporary Women Poets from Japan, 2017, p.173)
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Proposals for new forms of alternative energy:
Shoe Power

Look at shoes. Why do we ignore them? What power we are wasting! Shoes are necessary in daily
life. Every time we walk, they make power. Shoes get tired and they are humiliated. Despite this,
they never complain. They stand strong in rain. They stand strong in wind. They stand strong in
snow. They endure the heat of the pavement in summer. They don’t even grumble when they are
worn through, or when their heels come off and they have to have surgery. They protect the feet of
human kind so obediently—even on the muddy path; even on the gravel road. What if this power
could produce electricity? Finally we would bow down to them. Those who are at the bottom will
rise. Shoes would not brag, but remain humble. They would never say ‘| want to be all that.” Now
these humble shoes arise, taking their first steps, marching towards us, marching in the same

direction.

(Poet to Poet: Contemporary Women Poets from Japan, 2017, p.175)



Translators’ Notes

‘Spin Cycle’ and ‘Shoe Power’

Both of these poems are taken from a poetry sequence with 41 parts called ‘Daitai enerugii suishin
demo’ (‘A March for Alternative Energy”), written for theatrical performance.

‘Shoe Power’ contains references to the very famous poem ‘Ame nimo makezu’ (‘Strong in the
Rain’) written by Miyazawa Kenji (1896-1933). The lines ‘strong in the rain’, ‘strong in the wind’
quote this poem, as does the phrase which we translate as ‘I want to be all that’






